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expression that does not reflect what is really inside, a kind of masquerade 
or act. The word’s form implies that Paul’s readers were already allowing 
this to happen and must stop. this world. Better translated “age,” which 
refers to the system of beliefs, values—or the spirit of the age—at any time 
current in the world. This sum of contemporary thinking and values forms the 
moral atmosphere of our world and is always dominated by Satan (cf. 2 Cor. 
4:4). transformed. The Greek word, from which the English word “meta-
morphosis” comes, connotes a change in outward appearance. Matthew 
uses the same word to describe the Transfiguration (Matt. 17:2). Just as 
Christ briefly and in a limited way displayed outwardly his inner, divine 
nature and glory at the Transfiguration, Christians should outwardly manifest 
their inner, redeemed natures, not once, however, but daily (cf. 2 Cor. 3:18; 
Eph. 5:18). renewal of your mind. That kind of transformation can occur 
only as the Holy Spirit changes our thinking through consistent study and 
meditation of Scripture (Ps. 119:11; cf. Col. 1:28; 3:10, 16; Phil. 4:8). The 
renewed mind is one saturated with and controlled by the Word of God. 
good . . . acceptable . . . perfect. Holy living of which God approves. 
These words borrow from OT sacrificial language and describe a life that 
is morally and spiritually spotless, just as the sacrificial animals were to be 
(cf. Lev. 22:19–25).
12:3 grace. The divine, undeserved favor that called Paul to be an apostle 
and gave him spiritual authority (Rom. 1:1–5; cf. 1 Cor. 3:10; Gal. 2:9) and 
also produced sincere humility (1 Tim. 1:12–14). sober judgment. The exer-
cise of sound judgment, which will lead believers to recognize that in them-
selves they are nothing (cf. 1 Pet. 5:5), and will yield the fruit of humility (cf. 
3 John 9). measure of faith. The correct proportion of the spiritual gift—or 
supernatural endowment and ability—the Holy Spirit gives each believer (see 
note on 1 Pet. 4:10) so he may fulfill his role in the body of Christ (1 Cor. 
12:7, 11). “Faith” is not saving faith, but rather faithful stewardship, the kind 
and quantity required to use one’s own particular gift (cf. 1 Cor. 12:7, 11). 
Every believer receives the exact gift and resources he needs to fulfill his role 
in the body of Christ.
12:4–8 One of two NT passages (cf. 1 Cor. 12:12–14) listing the general 
categories of spiritual gifts. The emphasis in each list is not on believers identify-
ing their gift perfectly, but on faithfully using the unique enablement God has 
given each. The fact that the two lists differ clearly implies the gifts are like a 
palette of basic colors, from which God selects to blend a unique hue for each 
disciple’s life (see notes on Rom. 12:6–8; 1 Cor. 12:12–14).
12:4 one body . . . many members. Just as in the natural body, God has 
sovereignly given the body of Christ a unified diversity (see note on 1 Cor. 
12:14–20).
12:5 in Christ. See notes on 8:1 and Eph. 1:3–14.
12:6 gifts. See note on 12:3. according to the grace given. Undeserved 
and unmerited (see note on v. 3). The gift itself (1 Cor. 12:4), the specific 
way in which it is used (1 Cor. 12:5), and the spiritual results (1 Cor. 12:6) 
are all sovereignly chosen by the Spirit completely apart from personal merit 
(1 Cor. 12:11). prophecy. See note on 1 Cor. 12:10. This Greek word means 
“speaking forth” and does not necessarily include prediction of the future 
or any other mystical or supernatural aspects. Although some prophets in 

Acts did make predictions of future events (Acts 11:27–28; 21:10–11), 
others made no predictions but spoke the truth of God to encourage and 
strengthen their hearers (Acts 15:32; cf. 12:22–31). The evidence does sug-
gest, however, that in the first century, before the NT was complete and 
the sign gifts had ceased (see note on 1 Cor. 13:8–10), this word may have 
had both non-revelatory and revelatory facets. In its non-revelatory sense, 
the word “prophecy” simply identifies the skill of public proclamation of 
the Word of God (see notes on 1 Cor. 14:3, 24, 25; 1 Pet. 4:11). in propor-
tion to our faith. Lit., “the faith,” or the full revealed message or body 
of Christian faith (Jude 3; cf. 2 Tim. 4:2). The preacher must be careful to 
preach the same message the apostles delivered. Or, it could also refer to 
the believer’s personal understanding and insight regarding the gospel (see 
note on Rom. 12:3).
12:7 service. From the same Greek word as “deacon,” “deaconess,” it refers to 
those who serve. This gift, similar to the gift of helps (1 Cor. 12:28), has broad 
application to include every kind of practical help (cf. Acts 20:35; 1 Cor. 12:28). 
teaching. The ability to interpret, clarify, systematize, and explain God’s truth 
clearly (cf. Acts 18:24–25; 2 Tim. 2:2). Pastors must have the gift of teaching 
(1 Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:9; cf. 1 Tim. 4:16), but many mature, qualified laymen also 
have this gift. This differs from preaching (prophecy), not in content, but in the 
unique skill for public proclamation (see note on Rom. 12:6).
12:8 exhortation. The gift which enables a believer to effectively call others 
to obey and follow God’s truth (see note on v. 1). It may be used negatively to 
admonish and correct regarding sin (2 Tim. 4:2), or positively, to encourage, 
comfort, and strengthen struggling believers (cf. 2 Cor. 1:3–5; Heb. 10:24–25). 
contributes. This denotes the sacrificial sharing and giving of one’s resources 
and self to meet the needs of others (cf. 2 Cor. 8:3–5, 9, 11; Eph. 4:28). gen-
erosity. Simplicity, single-mindedness, and openhearted giving. The believer 
who gives with a proper attitude does not do so for thanks and personal 
recognition, but to glorify God (cf. Matt. 6:2; Acts 2:44–45; 4:37–5:11; 2 Cor. 
8:2–5). leads. Lit., “standing before.” Paul calls this gift “administrating” (1 Cor. 
12:28), a word that means “to guide” and is used of the person who steers 
a ship (Acts 27:11; Rev. 18:17). In the NT, this word is used to describe only 
leadership in the home (1 Tim. 3:4, 5, 12) and the church (1 Cor. 12:28; 1 Tim. 
5:17; cf. Acts 27:11; Rev. 18:17). Again, the church’s leaders must exercise 
this gift, but it is certainly not limited to them. does acts of mercy. One who 
actively shows sympathy and sensitivity to those in suffering and sorrow, and 
who has both the willingness and the resources to help lessen their afflictions. 
Frequently, this gift accompanies the gift of exhortation. cheerfulness. This 
attitude is crucial to ensure that the gift of mercy becomes a genuine help, not 
a discouraging commiseration with those who are suffering (cf. Prov. 14:21, 
31; Luke 4:18–19).
12:9–21 This passage provides a comprehensive and mandatory list of traits 
that characterize the Spirit-filled life (cf. John 15:8; Eph. 2:10). Paul presents 
these characteristics under four categories: 1) personal duties (Rom. 12:9); 
2) family duties (v v. 10–13); 3) duties to others (v v. 14–16); and 4) duties to 
those who consider us enemies (v v. 17–21).

12:9 love. The supreme NT virtue, which centers completely on the needs and 
welfare of the one loved and does whatever necessary to meet those needs 

transformed by d the renewal of your mind, 
that by testing you may e discern what is the 
will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect.1

Gifts of Grace
3 For f by the grace given to me I say to 

everyone among you g not to think of him-
self more highly than he ought to think, 
but to think with sober judgment, h each 
according to i the measure of faith that God 
has assigned. 4 For j as in one body we have 

many members,2 and the members do not 
all have the same function, 5 so we, k though 
many, l are one body in Christ, and individu-
ally m members one of another. 6 

n
 Having gifts 

that differ according to the grace given to 
us, let us use them: if o prophecy, p in propor-
tion to our faith; 7 if q service, in our serving; 
the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the 
one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one 
who contributes, in generosity; r the one who 
leads,3 with zeal; the one who does acts of 
mercy, with s cheerfulness.

2d  Titus 3:5; [Ps. 51:10; 2 Cor. 
4:16; Eph. 4:23; Col. 3:10] 
e  Eph. 5:10; 1 Thess. 4:3
3f  See ch. 1:5 g  ver. 16; ch. 

11:20 h  1 Cor. 7:17 i  Eph. 4:7
4j  1 Cor. 12:12-14; Eph. 4:4, 16

5k  1 Cor. 10:17, 33 l  1 Cor. 
12:20; Eph. 4:13; See John 
17:11 m  Eph. 4:25; [1 Cor. 
6:15; 12:27]
6n  1 Cor. 12:4; 1 Pet. 4:10, 11; 

[1 Cor. 7:7; 12:7-11] o  1 Cor. 
12:10; See Acts 13:1 p  [2 Tim. 
2:15]
7q  See Acts 6:1
8r  1 Tim. 5:17; [1 Cor. 12:28] 
s  2 Cor. 9:7

1 Or what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God 2 Greek parts; also verse 5 3 Or gives aid 
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(cf. Matt. 22:37–39; Gal. 5:22; 1 Pet. 4:8; 1 John 4:16; see notes on 1 Cor. 
13). genuine. See note on Matt. 6:2. Christian love is to be shown purely and 
sincerely, without self-centeredness or guile.
12:10 Love . . . with brotherly affection. To be devoted to other Christians 
with a family sort of love, not based on personal attraction or desirability (cf. 
1 Thess. 4:9). This quality is the primary way the world can recognize us as fol-
lowers of Christ (John 13:35; cf. 1 John 3:10, 17–19). Outdo . . . in showing 
honor. To show genuine appreciation and admiration for fellow believers by 
putting them first (Phil. 2:3).
12:11 Whatever is worth doing in the Christian life is valuable enough to 
be done with enthusiasm and care (John 9:4; Gal. 6:10; Heb. 6:10–11; cf. 
Eccles. 9:10; 2 Thess. 3:13). Sloth and indifference not only prevent good, but 
allow evil to prosper (Prov. 18:9; Eph. 5:15–16). fervent in spirit. Lit., “to 
boil in spirit.” This phrase suggests having plenty of heat to produce adequate, 
productive energy, but not so much heat that one goes out of control (cf. Acts 
18:25; 1 Cor. 9:26; Gal. 6:9).
12:12 Rejoice in hope. Of Christ’s return and our ultimate redemption (see 
notes on 5:2; 8:19; cf. Matt. 25:21; 1 Cor. 15:58; 2 Tim. 4:8). patient in 
tribulation. See note on Rom. 5:3. constant in prayer. Cf. Acts 2:42; 1 Thess. 
5:17; 1 Tim. 2:8.
12:13 Contribute. From a Greek word that means commonality, partnership, 
or mutual sharing, which is often translated “fellowship,” and “communion” 
(Acts 2:42, 44; cf. 4:32; 1 Tim. 6:17–18). show hospitality. Lit., “pursuing 
the love of strangers” (Heb. 13:2)—not merely entertaining one’s friends. In 
NT times, travel was dangerous and inns were evil, scarce, and expensive. So 
the early believers often opened their homes to travelers, especially to fellow 
believers (2 Tim. 1:16–18; 3 John 5–8; cf. Luke 14:12–14; 1 Pet. 4:9). Church 
leaders should be role models of this virtue (Titus 1:8).
12:14 Bless those who persecute you. Treat enemies as if they were your 
friends (Luke 6:27–33; cf. Matt. 5:44; Luke 23:34; Acts 7:60; 1 Pet. 2:21–23).
12:15 Rejoice . . . weep. To be glad in the blessings, honor, and welfare of 
others—no matter what one’s own situation (cf. 1 Cor. 12:26; 2 Cor. 2:3), 
and to be sensitive or compassionate to the hardships and sorrows of others 
(Col. 3:12; James 5:11; cf. Luke 19:41–44; John 11:35).
12:16 Live in harmony with one another. To be impartial (see notes on 2:11; 
James 2:1–4, 9; cf. Acts 10:34; 1 Tim. 5:21; 1 Pet. 1:17). not be haughty. 
To be haughty with self-seeking pride (cf. Phil. 2:3). wise in your own sight. 
Christians are not to have conceit or feelings of superiority toward fellow 
believers (cf. Rom. 1:22).

12:17 Repay no one evil for evil. The OT law of “eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth” was never intended to be applied by individuals in the OT or NT; but 
it was a standard for the collective society to use to enforce good conduct 
among people (1 Thess. 5:15; see note on Ex. 21:23–24; cf. Lev. 24:20; Deut. 
19:21; 1 Pet. 3:8–9). give thought to do what is honorable. Christians are 
to respect what is intrinsically proper and honest and have the right behavior 
when they are around others, especially unbelievers.
12:18 If possible. Although we should do everything possible to be at peace 
with others, it will not always come, because it also depends on others’ atti-
tudes and responses.

12:19 wrath. Of God (see note on 1:18). Vengeance. Divine retribution as 
quoted from Deut. 32:35.
12:20 heap burning coals on his head. Refers to an ancient Egyptian cus-
tom in which a person who wanted to show public contrition carried a pan of 
burning coals on his head. The coals represented the burning pain of his shame 
and guilt. When believers lovingly help their enemies, it should bring shame to 
such people for their hate and animosity (cf. Prov. 25:21–22).
13:1 be subject. This Greek word was used of a soldier’s absolute obedience 
to his superior officer. Scripture makes one exception to this command: when 
obedience to civil authority would require disobedience to God’s Word (Ex. 
1:17; Dan. 3:16–18; 6:7, 10; see note on Acts 4:19). governing authori-
ties. Every position of civil authority without regard to competency, moral-
ity, reasonableness, or any other caveat (1 Thess. 4:11–12; 1 Tim. 2:1–2; 
Titus 3:1–2). there is no authority except from God. Since he alone is 
the Sovereign ruler of the universe (Ps. 62:11; 103:19; 1 Tim. 6:15), he has 
instituted four authorities on earth: 1) the government over all citizens; 2) the 
church over all believers; 3) the parents over all children; and 4) the masters 
over all employees. instituted. Human government’s authority derives from 
and is defined by God. He established human government to reward good and 
to restrain sin in an evil, fallen world.
13:2 resists the authorities resists what God has appointed. Since all 
government is God-ordained, disobedience is rebellion against God. judg-
ment. Not God’s judgment, but punishment from the government for breaking 
the law (see note on v. 4).

13:3 not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Even the most wicked, 
godless governments act as a deterrent to crime. do what is good . . . receive 
his approval. Peaceful, law-abiding citizens need not fear the authorities. Few 
governments will harm those who obey their laws. In fact, governments usually 
commend such people.

Marks of the True Christian
9 
t
 Let love be genuine. uAbhor what is evil; 

hold fast to what is good. 10 
v

 Love one another 
with brotherly affection. w Outdo one another 
in showing honor. 11 Do not be slothful in zeal, 
x

 be fervent in spirit,1 y serve the Lord. 12 
z

 Rejoice 
in hope, a be patient in tribulation, b be con-
stant in prayer. 13 

c
 Contribute to the needs 

of the saints and d seek to show hospitality.
14 
e

 Bless those who persecute you; bless and 
do not curse them. 15 

f
 Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 
g

 Live 
in harmony with one another. h Do not be 
haughty, but associate with the lowly.2 i Never 
be wise in your own sight. 17 

j
 Repay no one 

evil for evil, but k give thought to do what is 
honorable in the sight of all. 18 If possible, 
so far as it depends on you, l live peaceably 
with all. 19 Beloved, m never avenge yourselves, 

but leave it3 to the wrath of God, for it is 
written, n “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, 
says the Lord.” 20 To the contrary, o “if your 
enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, 
give him something to drink; for by so doing 
you will heap burning coals on his head.” 
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil with good.

Submission to the Authorities

13 Let every person p be subject to the 
governing authorities. For q there is no 

authority except from God, and those that 
exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore 
whoever resists the authorities resists what 
God has appointed, and those who resist will 
incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to 
good conduct, but to bad. Would you have 

9t  2 Cor. 6:6; 1 Tim. 1:5; 1 Pet. 
1:22 u  Ps. 97:10; 101:3; Amos 
5:15; [1 Thess. 5:21, 22]
10v  See Heb. 13:1 w  ch. 13:7; 

Phil. 2:3; 1 Pet. 2:17
11x  Acts 18:25 y  Acts 20:19
12z  See ch. 5:2 a  See Heb. 

10:36 b  See Acts 1:14
13c  ch. 15:25; 1 Cor. 16:1, 15; 

2 Cor. 9:1, 12; Heb. 6:10; 
13:16; [1 Tim. 6:18] d  See 
Matt. 25:35
14e  See Matt. 5:44; 1 Pet. 3:9
15f  1 Cor. 12:26; [Job 30:25; 

Heb. 13:3]
16g  ch. 15:5; 2 Cor. 13:11; 

Phil. 2:2; 4:2; 1 Pet. 3:8 h  ver. 
3; Ps. 131:1; Jer. 45:5 i  ch. 
11:25; Prov. 3:7
17j  Prov. 20:22; Matt. 5:39; 

[ch. 14:19] k  2 Cor. 8:21; [ch. 
14:16]
18l  See Mark 9:50
19m  Prov. 20:22; Matt. 5:39; 

[ch. 14:19]

n  Heb. 10:30; Cited from 
Deut. 32:35; [Ps. 94:1; 
1 Thess. 4:6]

1 Or fervent in the Spirit 2 Or give yourselves to humble tasks 3 Greek give place 

20o  Cited from Prov. 25:21, 22; [Ex. 23:4, 5; 2 Kgs. 6:22; Luke 6:27] Chapter 13 1p  Titus 3:1; 
1 Pet. 2:13 q  [John 19:11]; See Dan. 2:21 
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13:4 God’s servant for your good. By helping restrain evil and protecting life 
and property. Paul took advantage of his government’s role in promoting what 
is good when he exercised his rights as a Roman citizen to obtain justice (Acts 
16:37; 22:25, 29; 25:11). bear the sword. This symbolizes the government’s 
right to inflict punishment on wrongdoers—especially capital punishment (Gen. 
9:6; cf. Matt. 26:52; Acts 25:11). carries out . . . wrath. Not God’s wrath, 
but the punishment inflicted by the civil authorities.

13:5 be in subjection. See note on v. 1. for the sake of conscience. Out of 
a sense of obligation to God and to keep a clear conscience before him (see 
note on 2 Cor. 1:12), not merely to avoid punishment from the civil authorities.
13:6 because of this. Because God ordained human government and 
demands submission to it (v v. 1–5). taxes. The Greek word referred specifi-
cally to taxes paid by individuals, particularly those living in a conquered nation 
to their foreign rulers—which makes the tax even more onerous. That tax was 
usually a combined income and property tax. In this context, however, Paul 
uses the term in the broadest possible sense to speak of all kinds of taxes. 
Jesus explicitly taught that taxes are to be paid—even to the pagan Roman 
government (Matt. 22:17–21). He also set an example by willingly paying the 
temple tax (Matt. 17:24–27).
13:7 Pay to all what is owed. “Pay” translates a Greek word signifying the 
payment of something owed—not a voluntary contribution—and is reinforced 
by the word “owed.” The apostle reiterates that paying taxes is mandatory (see 
note on v. 6). taxes. Tolls or taxes on goods. respect . . . honor. God demands 
that we show sincere respect and an attitude of genuine high esteem for all 
public officials.

13:8 Owe no one anything. Not a prohibition against borrowing money, 
which Scripture permits and regulates (cf. Ex. 22:25; Lev. 25:35–37; Deut. 
15:7–9; Neh. 5:7; Ps. 15:5; 37:21, 26; Ezek. 22:12; Matt. 5:42; Luke 6:34). 
Paul’s point is that all our financial obligations must be paid when they are 
due. See notes on Deut. 23:19–20 and 24:10–13. loves another. Believers are 
commanded to love not only other Christians (John 13:34–35; 1 Cor. 14:1; 
Phil. 1:9; Col. 3:14; 1 Thess. 4:9; 1 Tim. 2:15; Heb. 6:10; 1 Pet. 1:22; 4:8; 
1 John 2:10; 3:23; 4:7, 21), but also non-Christians (Matt. 5:44; Luke 6:27, 
35; cf. Luke 6:28, 34; Rom. 12:14, 20; Gal. 6:10; 1 Thess. 5:15). fulfilled the 
law. See note on Rom. 13:10.

13:9 To demonstrate that love fulfills the law, Paul cites 4 of the Ten 
Commandments dealing with human relations and ties them in with an over-
arching OT command. He quotes Ex. 20:13–15, 17 (cf. Deut. 5:17–19, 21). 
summed up . . . love your neighbor as yourself. This command, quoting Lev. 

19:18, encompasses all of God’s laws concerning human relationships (Matt. 
22:39); if we truly love our neighbor (anyone with whom we have contact, 
cf. Luke 10:25–37), we will only do what is in his best interest (Rom. 13:10).

13:10 love is the fulfilling of the law. If we treat others with the same care 
that we have for ourselves, we will not violate any of God’s laws regarding 
interpersonal relationships (Matt. 7:12; James 2:8).

13:11 time. The Greek word views time not in terms of chronology, but as 
a period, era, or age (cf. 3:26; Matt. 16:3; Mark 1:15; Luke 21:8; Acts 1:7; 
3:19; Rev. 1:3). sleep. Spiritual apathy and lethargy, i.e. unresponsiveness to 
the things of God. salvation. Not our justification, but the final feature of our 
redemption, glorification (see note on Rom. 8:23). is nearer. We will be glorified 
when Jesus returns (see note on 8:23), which draws closer with each passing 
day. The Bible frequently uses the return of Jesus Christ to motivate believers 
to holy living (2 Cor. 5:10; Titus 2:11–13; Heb. 10:24–25; James 5:7–8; 1 Pet. 
4:7–11; 2 Pet. 3:11–14).

13:12 night. Of man’s depravity and Satan’s dominion (cf. 1 Thess. 5:4–5). 
day. Of Christ’s return and reign (cf. 1 Thess. 5:2–4). cast off. In light of Christ’s 
imminent return, Paul exhorts believers to repent of and forsake their sins 
(2 Pet. 3:14; 1 John 2:28; cf. Eph. 4:22; Col. 3:8–10; Heb. 12:1, 14; James 
1:21; 1 Pet. 2:1; 4:1–3). the armor of light. The protection that practical 
righteousness provides (cf. Eph. 6:11–17).

13:13 Let us walk properly. By living a life pleasing to God, manifesting in 
our outward behavior the inner reality of a redeemed life (cf. 6:4; 8:4; Luke 
1:6; Gal. 5:16, 25; Eph. 2:10; 4:1, 17; 5:2, 8, 15; Phil. 1:27; 3:16–17; Col. 
1:10; 2:6; 1 Thess. 2:12; 4:1, 12; 1 Pet. 2:12; 1 John 2:6; 2 John 4, 6). orgies. 
Wild parties, sexual orgies, brawls, riots (cf. Gal. 5:21; 1 Pet. 4:3). sexual 
immorality and sensuality. Cf. 1 Cor. 6:18; Eph. 5:3; Col. 3:5; 1 Thess. 4:3; 
2 Tim. 2:22. quarreling and jealousy. Closely associated iniquities (cf. 1 Cor. 
3:3; 2 Cor. 12:20; Gal. 5:20; Phil. 1:15; 1 Tim. 6:4), since the former is often 
the result of the latter.

13:14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ. This phrase summarizes sanctifica-
tion, the continuing spiritual process in which those who have been saved by 
faith are transformed into his image and likeness (cf. 2 Cor. 3:18; Gal. 4:19; 
Phil. 3:13–14; Col. 2:7; 1 John 3:2, 3). The image Paul uses to describe that 
process is taking off and putting on clothing, which is symbolic of thoughts 
and behavior. See notes on Eph. 4:20–24. no provision. This word has the 
basic meaning of planning ahead or forethought. Most sinful behavior results 
from wrong ideas and lustful desires we allow to linger in our minds (cf. James 

no fear of the one who is in authority? Then 
do what is good, and you r will receive his 
approval, 4 for s he is God’s servant for your 
good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he 
does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the 
servant of God, t an avenger who carries out 
God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one 
must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s 
wrath but also u for the sake of conscience. 
6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for 
the authorities are ministers of God, attend-
ing to this very thing. 7 

v
 Pay to all what is 

owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, 
revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect 
to whom respect is owed, honor to whom 
honor is owed.

Fulf illing the Law Through Love
8 
w

 Owe no one anything, except to love 
each other, for x the one who loves another 

has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, 
y

 “You shall not commit adultery, You shall 
not murder, You shall not steal, You shall 
not covet,” and any other commandment, 
are summed up in this word: z “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no 
wrong to a neighbor; therefore a love is the 
fulfilling of the law.

11 Besides this you know the time, that 
the hour has come for you b to wake from 
sleep. c For salvation is nearer to us now than 
when we first believed. 12 

d
 The night is far 

gone; the day is at hand. So then let us e cast 
off f the works of darkness and g put on the 
armor of light. 13 

h
 Let us walk properly as in 

the daytime, i not in orgies and drunkenness, 
not in sexual immorality and sensuality, j not 
in quarreling and jealousy. 14 But k put on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 
the flesh, l to gratify its desires.

3r  1 Pet. 2:14 
4s  2 Chr. 19:6 t  1 Thess. 4:6 
5u  1 Pet. 2:19; [Eccles. 8:2]
7v  Matt. 17:25; 22:21; Mark 

12:17
8w  [Lev. 19:13; Prov. 3:27, 28] 
x  ver. 10; [Matt. 22:40; Col. 
3:14]; See John 13:34

9y  Matt. 19:18; Cited from Ex. 
20:13-17; Deut. 5:17-21 
z  Cited from Lev. 19:18
10a  [John 14:15]; See ver. 8
11b  1 Cor. 15:34; Eph. 5:14; 

1 Thess. 5:6 c  [Isa. 56:1; Luke 
21:28]
12d  [John 9:4] e  Col. 3:8 f  Eph. 

5:11; [John 3:20] g  2 Cor. 6:7; 
Eph. 6:11, 13; 1 Thess. 5:8
13h  1 Thess. 4:12 i  Luke 21:34; 

Gal. 5:21; 1 Pet. 4:3 j  James 
3:14, 16
14k  Gal. 3:27; [Job 29:14; Ps. 

132:9; Luke 24:49; Eph. 4:24; 
Col. 3:10] l  Gal. 5:16; 1 Pet. 
2:11
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1:14–15). the flesh. See note on Rom. 7:5. its desires. See Gal. 5:17 and 
Eph. 2:3.

14:1–12 The diversity of the church displays Christ’s power to bring together 
dissimilar people in genuine unity. Yet Satan often works on man’s unre-
deemed flesh to create division and threaten that unity. The threat to unity 
Paul addresses in this passage arises when mature (strong) believers—both 
Jews and Gentiles—conflict with immature (weak) believers. The strong 
Jewish believers understood their freedom in Christ and realized the cer-
emonial requirements of the Mosaic law were no longer binding. The mature 
Gentiles understood that idols are not gods and, therefore, that they could 
eat meat that had been offered to them. But in both cases the weaker broth-
ers’ consciences were troubled, and they were even tempted to violate their 
consciences (a bad thing to train oneself to do). Knowing that the mature Jews 
and Gentiles would be able to understand these struggles, Paul addresses 
most of his comments to them.

14:1 welcome. The Greek word refers to personal and willing acceptance of 
another. weak in faith. This characterizes those believers who are unable to 
let go of the religious ceremonies and rituals of their past. The weak Jewish 
believer had difficulty abandoning the rites and prohibitions of the old cov-
enant; he felt compelled to adhere to dietary laws, observe the Sabbath, and 
offer sacrifices in the temple. The weak Gentile believer had been steeped in 
pagan idolatry and its rituals; he felt that any contact with anything remotely 
related to his past, including eating meat that had been offered to a pagan 
deity and then sold in the marketplace, tainted him with sin. Both had very sen-
sitive consciences in these areas, and were not yet mature enough to be free 
of those convictions. Cf. 1 Cor. 8:1–13. quarrel over opinions. The mature 
believer should not sit in judgment on the sincere but underdeveloped thoughts 
that govern the weak believer’s conduct.

14:2 One . . . believes. The strong believer, whose mature faith allows him 
to exercise his freedom in Christ by eating the inexpensive meat sold at the 
pagan meat markets—inexpensive because a worshiper had first offered it as 
a sacrifice to a pagan deity (see notes on 1 Cor. 8:1–13). only vegetables. The 
strict diet weak Jewish and Gentile believers ate to avoid eating meat that was 
unclean or may have been sacrificed to idols.

14:3 despise . . . pass judgment. To “despise” is to consider someone as 
worthless. “pass judgment” is equally strong and means “to condemn.” Paul 
uses them synonymously: The strong hold the weak in contempt as legalistic 

and self-righteous; the weak judge the strong to be irresponsible at best and 
perhaps depraved.

14:4 before his own master that he stands or falls. How Christ evaluates 
each believer is what matters, and his judgment does not take into account 
religious tradition or personal preference (cf. 8:33–34; 1 Cor. 4:3–5).
14:5 esteems one day. Though it was no longer required by God, the weak 
Jewish believer felt compelled to observe the Sabbath and other special days 
associated with Judaism (cf. Gal. 4:9–10; see notes on Col. 2:16–17). On the 
other hand, the weak Gentile wanted to separate himself from the special days 
of festivities associated with his former paganism because of its immorality 
and idolatry. esteems all days alike. The mature believers were unaffected 
by those concerns. Each . . . should be fully convinced. Each Christian must 
follow the dictates of his own conscience in matters not specifically com-
manded or prohibited in Scripture. Since conscience is a God-given mechanism 
to warn, and responds to the highest standard of moral law in the mind (Rom. 
2:14–15), it is not sensible to train yourself to ignore it. Rather, respond to its 
compunctions and as you mature, by learning more, your mind will not alert 
it to those things which are not essential.

14:6 The strong believer eats whatever he pleases and thanks the Lord. The 
weak brother eats according to his ceremonial diet and thanks the Lord that 
he made a sacrifice on his behalf. In either case, the believer thanks the Lord, 
so the motive is the same. of the Lord. Whether weak or strong, the motive 
behind a believer’s decisions about issues of conscience must be to please 
the Lord.

14:7 lives to himself . . . dies to himself. The focus of Christian living is 
never oneself—everything we do should be to please our Sovereign Lord (cf. 
1 Cor. 6:20; 10:31).
14:9 Lord both of the dead and of the living. Christ died not only to free us 
from sin, but to enslave us to himself (6:22); to establish himself as Sovereign 
over the saints in his presence and those still on earth (cf. Phil. 2:11; 1 Tim. 
6:15; Rev. 17:14; 19:16).
14:10 pass judgment . . . despise. See note on v. 3. your brother. A fellow 
believer in Christ. the judgment seat of God. See notes on 1 Cor. 3:13–15. 
Every believer will give an account of himself, and the Lord will judge the 
decisions he made—including those concerning issues of conscience. That 
verdict is the only one that matters (see notes on 1 Cor. 4:1–5; 2 Cor. 5:9–10).

14:11 it is written. Paul quotes Isa. 45:23 and 49:18 (cf. Phil. 2:10–11).

Do Not Pass Judgment on One Another

14 As for m the one who is weak in faith, 
welcome him, but not to quarrel over 

opinions. 2 
n

 One person believes he may eat 
anything, while the weak person eats only 
vegetables. 3 Let not the one who eats despise 
the one who abstains, and o let not the one 
who abstains pass judgment on the one who 
eats, for God has welcomed him. 4 

p
 Who 

are you to pass judgment on the servant of 
another? It is before his own master1 that he 
stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the 
Lord is able to make him stand.

5 
q

 One person esteems one day as better 
than another, while another esteems all days 
alike. r Each one should be fully convinced in 
his own mind. 6 The one who observes the 
day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The 
one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since 
s

 he gives thanks to God, while the one who 

abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and 
gives thanks to God. 7 For t none of us lives 
to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 
8 For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we 
die, we die to the Lord. So then, u whether 
we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 
9 For to this end Christ v died and lived again, 
that he might be Lord both w of the dead and 
of the living.

10 Why do you pass judgment on your 
brother? Or you, why do you despise your 
brother? For w we will all stand before x the 
judgment seat of God; 11 for it is written,

	 y
 “	As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall 

bow to me,
		 and every tongue shall confess2 to 

God.”

12 So then z each of us will give an account of 
himself to God.

Chapter 14
1m  ch. 15:1; 1 Cor. 8:9-11; 9:22
2n  ver. 14
3o  Col. 2:16
4p  James 4:12
5q  Gal. 4:10; [Zech. 7:5, 6] 
r  ver. 23
6s  1 Cor. 10:30, 31; 1 Tim. 4:3, 

4; See Matt. 15:36

7t  2 Cor. 5:15; Gal. 2:20; 1 Pet. 
4:2; [1 Cor. 6:19; 1 Thess. 5:10]
8u  Phil. 1:20
9v  Rev. 1:18; 2:8 w  See Acts 

10:42; Rev. 20:12
10w  [See ver. 9 above] x  2 Cor. 

5:10
11y  Phil. 2:10, 11; Cited from 

Isa. 45:23
12z  Matt. 12:36; 16:27; 1 Pet. 

4:5; [Gal. 6:5]

1 Or lord 2 Or shall give praise 
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14:13 pass judgment. See note on v. 3. but rather decide. The same Greek 
word translated “pass judgment” (14:3, 10, 13) is here translated “rather 
decide.” In v v. 3, 10, 13a the meaning is negative: to condemn. In v. 13b, 
the meaning is positive: to determine or make a careful decision. The point 
of Paul’s play on words is that instead of passing judgment on their brothers, 
they should use their best judgment to help fellow believers. stumbling block. 
Anything a believer does—even though Scripture may permit it—that causes 
another to fall into sin (1 Cor. 8:9).
14:14 I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus. This truth was not the 
product of Paul’s own thinking or the teaching of others, but of divine revela-
tion (cf. Gal. 1:12). See note on 1 Cor. 7:12. nothing is unclean in itself. See 
note on Acts 10:15; cf. Mark 7:15; 1 Tim. 4:3–5; Titus 1:15. unclean. The Greek 
word originally meant “common” but came to mean “impure” or “evil” (see note 
on Acts 10:14). anyone who thinks it is unclean. If a believer is convinced a 
certain behavior is sin—even if his assessment is wrong—he should never do 
it. If he does, he will violate his conscience, experience guilt (cf. 1 Cor. 8:4–7; 
see note on Rom. 2:15), and perhaps be driven back into deeper legalism 
instead of moving toward freedom (see note on 14:5).
14:15 grieved. The Greek word refers to causing pain or distress. A weak 
believer may be hurt when he sees a brother do something he believes is sinful. 
But still worse, the strong believer may cause his weaker brother to violate his 
own conscience (cf. 1 Cor. 8:8–13). love. See notes on 1 Cor. 13:1–13. Love will 
ensure that the strong Christian is sensitive and understanding of his brother’s 
weaknesses (1 Cor. 8:8–13). destroy. This refers to complete devastation. 
In the NT, it is often used to indicate eternal damnation (Matt. 10:28; Luke 
13:3; John 3:16; Rom. 2:12). In this context, however, it refers to a serious 
devastation of one’s spiritual growth (cf. Matt. 18:3, 6, 14). one for whom 
Christ died. Any Christian (cf. 1 Cor. 8:11).
14:16 good. The rightful exercise of one’s Christian liberty (cf. 1 Cor. 10:23–
32). spoken of as evil. To blaspheme. When unbelievers see a strong Christian 
abusing his freedom in Christ and harming a weaker brother, they will conclude 
that Christianity is filled with unloving people, which reflects badly on God’s 
reputation (cf. Rom. 2:24).
14:17 kingdom of God. The sphere of salvation where God rules in the 
hearts of those he has saved (see notes on Acts 1:3; 1 Cor. 6:9). eating and 
drinking. Non-essentials and external observances. righteousness. Holy, obe-
dient living (cf. Eph. 6:14; Phil. 1:11). peace. The loving tranquillity, produced 
by the Spirit, that should characterize believers’ relationships with God and 
each other (Gal. 5:22). joy in the Holy Spirit. Another part of the Spirit’s 
fruit, this describes an abiding attitude of praise and thanksgiving regardless 

of circumstances, which flows from one’s confidence in God’s sovereignty 
(Gal. 5:22; 1 Thess. 1:6).
14:18 approved by men. This refers to approving something after a careful 
examination, like a jeweler inspecting a stone to determine its quality and 
value. Christians are under the microscope of a skeptical world that is assessing 
how they live with and treat each other (cf. John 13:35; Phil. 2:15).
14:20 work of God. A fellow Christian who has been redeemed by the 
efforts of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, not his own (cf. v. 15; Eph. 2:10). 
Everything . . . clean. The discretionary liberties which God has given to 
believers and are good in themselves (cf. Rom. 14:14, 16). stumble by what 
he eats. One who uses those God-given liberties carelessly and selfishly, 
offending his weaker brother.

14:21 stumble. See note on v. 13.

14:22–23 The strongest Christian can bring harm to himself in the area of 
Christian liberty by denouncing or belittling the freedom God has given him 
(Gal. 5:1), or by carelessly flaunting his liberty without regard for how that 
might affect others (cf. 1 Cor. 10:23–32).
14:22 faith that you have, keep between yourself and God. Paul urges 
the strong believer to understand his liberty, enjoy it, and keep it between 
God and himself. what he approves. The strong believer maintains a healthy 
conscience because he does not give a weak believer a cause to stumble.

14:23 whoever has doubts is condemned. When the weak brother vio-
lates his conscience, he sins. whatever does not proceed from faith. The 
thoughts and actions that our conscience condemns.

15:1 We who are strong. See notes on 14:1–13. to bear. The word means 
“to pick up and carry a weight.” It is used of carrying a pitcher of water (Mark 
14:13), of carrying a man (Acts 21:35), and figuratively of bearing an obliga-
tion (Acts 15:10). The strong are not to simply tolerate the weaknesses of their 
weaker brothers; they are to help the weak shoulder their burdens by showing 
loving and practical consideration for them (Gal. 6:2; cf. 1 Cor. 9:19–22; Phil. 
2:2–4). failings. See note on Rom. 14:1.
15:2 build him up. To build up and strengthen. This is essentially the same 
appeal Paul made earlier (14:19), only with the additional qualification of 
self-sacrifice (1 Cor. 10:23–24; cf. Phil. 2:2–5).
15:3 Christ did not please himself. His ultimate purpose was to please 
God and accomplish his will (John 4:34; 5:30; 6:38; 8:25, 27–29; Phil. 
2:6–8). it is written. Quoted from Ps. 69:9. The reproaches . . . fell on 
me. “Reproaches” refers to slander, false accusations, and insults. Men hate 

Do Not Cause Another to Stumble
13 
a

 Therefore let us not pass judgment on 
one another any longer, but rather decide 
b

 never to put a stumbling block or hindrance 
in the way of a brother. 14 I know and am 
persuaded in the Lord Jesus c that nothing is 
unclean in itself, d but it is unclean for anyone 
who thinks it unclean. 15 For if your brother is 
grieved by what you eat, e you are no longer 
walking in love. f By what you eat, do not 
destroy the one for whom Christ died. 16 

g
 So 

do not let what you regard as good be spo-
ken of as evil. 17 

h
 For the kingdom of God is 

not a matter of eating and drinking but i of 
righteousness and j peace and joy in the Holy 
Spirit. 18 Whoever thus serves Christ is k accept-
able to God and approved by men. 19 So then 
let us l pursue what makes for peace and for 
m

 mutual upbuilding.

20 
n

 Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the 
work of God. o Everything is indeed clean, 
but p it is wrong for anyone to make another 
stumble by what he eats. 21 

q
 It is good not 

to eat meat or drink wine or do anything 
that causes your brother to stumble.1 22 The 
faith that you have, keep between yourself 
and God. r Blessed is the one who has no rea-
son to pass judgment on himself for what he 
approves. 23 But whoever has doubts is con-
demned if he eats, because the eating is not 
from faith. For whatever does not proceed 
from faith is sin.2

The Example of Christ

15 s We who are strong t have an obligation 
to bear with the failings of the weak, 

and not to please ourselves. 2 
u

 Let each of us 
please his neighbor for his good, to build him 
up. 3 For v Christ did not please himself, but as 

13a  See Matt. 7:1 b  [1 Cor. 
8:13]
14c  ver. 2, 20; See Acts 10:15 
d  [1 Cor. 8:7, 10]
15e  Eph. 5:2 f  1 Cor. 8:11; 

[ver. 20]
16g  [ch. 12:17; 1 Cor. 10:29, 

30]
17h  1 Cor. 8:8 i  [1 Cor. 6:9] 
j  Gal. 5:22; [ch. 15:13]
18k  [2 Cor. 8:21]
19l  Ps. 34:14; 1 Cor. 7:15; 

2 Tim. 2:22 m  ch. 15:2; 1 Cor. 
14:12

20n  ver. 15 o  Titus 1:15; See 
ver. 14 p  1 Cor. 8:9-12
21q  1 Cor. 8:13
22r  1 John 3:21
Chapter 15
1s  [Gal. 6:1] t  1 Thess. 5:14; 

See ch. 14:1
2u  1 Cor. 10:33; [1 Cor. 9:19, 

22; 10:24; Phil. 2:4]
3v  Phil. 2:5, 8; [John 5:30; 

6:38] 

1 Some manuscripts add or be hindered or be weakened 2 Some manuscripts insert here 16:25-27 
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God, and they manifested that same hate toward the One he sent to reveal 
himself (cf. John 1:10, 11, 18).
15:4 whatever was written in former days. The divinely revealed OT. writ-
ten for our instruction. Although Christians live under the new covenant 
and are not under the authority of the Old Covenant, God’s moral law has 
not changed and all Scripture is of spiritual benefit (1 Cor. 10:6, 10, 11; 
2 Pet. 1:20–21). Paul’s description of the benefits of Scripture certainly includes 
the NT, but speaks primarily about “the sacred writings”—or the OT (2 Tim. 
3:15–17). endurance. See note on Rom. 5:3. encouragement. The Word of 
God not only informs believers how to endure, but it also encourages them 
in the process. hope. See note on 5:2. Without the clear and certain promises 
of the Word of God, the believer has no basis for hope (cf. Ps. 119:81, 114; 
Eph. 2:12; Jer. 14:8).
15:5 live in such harmony with one another. Paul urges the strong and 
the weak (see notes on 14:1–13), despite their differing views on these non-
essential issues, to pursue loving, spiritual harmony in regard to matters on 
which the Bible is silent.
15:5–6 in accord . . . one voice. Our unity should be both real (“accord”) and 
apparent (“one voice”). But the consummate purpose of unity is not to please 
other believers but to glorify God. God and Father. This expression emphasizes 
the deity of Christ. Jesus is not an adopted son of God; he is of the same 
essential being and nature as God. This is such an important connection that it 
appears frequently in the NT (2 Cor. 1:3; 11:31; Eph. 1:3; Col. 1:3; 1 Pet. 1:3).
15:7 welcome. See note on 14:1. as Christ . . . welcomed you. If the perfect, 
sinless Son of God was willing to bring sinners into God’s family, how much 
more should forgiven believers be willing to warmly embrace and accept each 
other in spite of their disagreements over issues of conscience (Matt. 10:24; 
11:29; Eph. 4:32–5:2).
15:8 a servant to the circumcised. Jesus was born a Jew (see note on Matt. 
1:1), and as a child, he was circumcised and identified physically with the sign 
of the covenant (see notes on Rom. 4:11; Gen. 17:11–14). promises given to 
the patriarchs. The covenant with Abraham that God reiterated to both Isaac 
and Jacob (see note on Rom. 4:13).
15:9–12 To show that God’s plan has always been to bring Jew and Gentile 

alike into his kingdom and to soften the prejudice of Christian Jews against 
their Gentile brothers, Paul quotes from the Law, the Prophets, and twice 
from the Psalms—all the recognized divisions of the OT—proving God’s plan 
from their own Scriptures.

15:9 that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. Because he 
extended his grace and mercy to a people outside the covenant (see notes 
on 10:11–21; 11:11–18). it is written. Quoted from 2 Sam. 22:50 and Ps. 
18:49. The psalmist sings praise to God among the nations, which alludes to 
Gentile salvation.

15:10 Quoted from Deut. 32:43.
15:11 Quoted from Ps. 117:1.
15:12 Quoted from Isa. 11:10. root of Jesse. A way of referring to Jesus 
as the descendant of David, and thus of David’s father Jesse (see note on 
Rev. 5:5).
15:13 God of hope. God is the source of eternal hope, life, and salvation, 
and he is the object of hope for every believer (see note on 5:2). by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. The believer’s hope comes through the Scripture 
(cf. 15:4; Eph. 1:13–14), which was written and is applied to every believing 
heart by the Holy Spirit.

15:14–22 Not wanting to jeopardize his relationship with the believers in 
Rome by seeming to be insensitive, presumptuous, or unloving, Paul sets out 
to explain how he could write such a forthright letter to a church he did not 
found and had never visited.

15:14 goodness. High moral character. The believers in Rome hated evil and 
loved righteousness, attitudes their lives clearly displayed. knowledge. Refers 
to deep, intimate knowledge indicating that the Roman believers were doctrin-
ally sound (Col. 2:2–3), illustrating the fact that truth and virtue are inseparable 
(cf. 1 Tim. 1:19). instruct. To encourage, warn, or advise—a comprehensive 
term for preaching (1 Cor. 14:3) and personal counseling (see note on Rom. 
12:1). Every believer is responsible to encourage and strengthen other believers 
with God’s Word and is divinely equipped to do so (2 Tim. 3:16).
15:15 way of reminder. In spite of their spiritual strength, these Christians 

it is written, w “The reproaches of those who 
reproached you fell on me.” 4 For x whatever 
was written in former days was written for 
our y instruction, that through endurance and 
through z the encouragement of the Scriptures 
we might have hope. 5 May the God of endur-
ance and encouragement grant you a to live 
in such harmony with one another, in accord 
with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with 
one voice glorify b the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore welcome one 
another as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God.

Christ the Hope of Jews and Gentiles
8 For I tell you that Christ c became a ser-

vant to the circumcised to show God’s truth-
fulness, in order d to confirm the promises 
given to the patriarchs, 9 and in order e that 
the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. 
As it is written,

	 f
 “	Therefore I will praise you among the 

Gentiles,
		 and sing to your name.”

10 And again it is said,

	 g
 “	Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”

11 And again,

	 h
 “	Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,

		 and let all the peoples extol him.”

12 And again Isaiah says,

	i, j  “	The root of Jesse will come,
		 even he who arises to rule the 

Gentiles;
	 k	in him will the Gentiles hope.”
13 May the God of hope fill you with all l joy 
and peace in believing, so that by the power 
of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.

Paul the Minister to the Gentiles
14 

m
 I myself am satisfied about you, my 

brothers,1 that you yourselves are full of 
goodness, filled with n all knowledge and able 
to instruct one another. 15 But on some points 
I have written to you very boldly by way of 
reminder, o because of the grace given me by 

3w  Cited from Ps. 69:9
4x  ch. 4:23 y  2 Tim. 3:16 z  Ps. 

119:50
5a  See ch. 12:16
6b  2 Cor. 1:3; Eph. 1:3; 1 Pet. 

1:3; [John 20:17; Eph. 1:17; 
Rev. 1:6]
8c  Matt. 15:24; John 1:11; 

[Heb. 3:1]; See Acts 3:26 
d  [ch. 4:16; 2 Cor. 1:20]
9e  See ch. 3:29 f  Cited from 

2 Sam. 22:50; Ps. 18:49

10g  Cited from Deut. 32:43
11h  Cited from Ps. 117:1
12i  Cited from Isa. 11:10 j  Isa. 

11:1; [Rev. 5:5; 22:16] 
k  Matt. 12:21
13l  [ch. 5:1, 2; 14:17]
14m  [2 Pet. 1:12; 3:1; 1 John 

2:21] n  1 Cor. 1:5; 13:2; 
[1 Cor. 8:1, 7, 10; 12:8]
15o  See ch. 1:5

1 Or brothers and sisters; also verse 30 
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needed to be reminded of truths they already knew but could easily neglect 
or even forget (cf. 1 Tim. 4:6; 2 Tim. 2:8–14; Titus 3:1).
15:16 minister. “Minister” was a general Greek term used of public officials. 
But in the NT it is used most often of those who serve God in some form of 
public worship (e.g., Phil. 2:17; Heb. 1:7, 14; 8:1, 2, 6), including that of a 
priest (Luke 1:23). to the Gentiles. Although Paul’s practice was always to 
present the gospel to the Jews first in every city he visited (see note on Acts 
13:5), his primary apostolic calling was to the Gentiles (Rom. 11:13; Acts 
9:15). the offering. Having referred to himself as a minister, a word with 
priestly overtones, Paul explains that his priestly ministry is to present to God 
an offering of a multitude of Gentile converts.

15:17 be proud. Paul never boasted in his accomplishments as an apostle, 
but only in what Christ had accomplished through him (1 Cor. 1:27–29, 31; 
2 Cor. 10:13–17; 12:5, 9; Gal. 6:14; 1 Tim. 1:12–16).
15:19 signs and wonders. See notes on Acts 2:19; 2 Cor. 12:12. God used 
them to authenticate true preaching and teaching. Illyricum. The region that 
roughly corresponds to former Yugoslavia and current northern Albania. In 
Paul’s day, this area was more commonly known as Dalmatia (2 Tim. 4:10). 
Jerusalem to Illyricum covered some 1,400 miles.
15:20 gospel. See note on 1:1. someone else’s foundation. Paul’s goal was 
to reach those who had never heard the gospel—the primary function of a 
NT evangelist (Eph. 4:11). But for pastor-teachers, building on the foundation 
laid by such an evangelist is the crucial part of their ministry (cf. 1 Cor. 3:6).
15:21 it is written. Quoted from Isa. 52:15; see note on Rom. 3:10. The 
OT quotation refers primarily to Christ’s second coming, but in its broader 
application it refers to the process of evangelism that began in Paul’s day and 
continues throughout church history until Christ returns.

15:22 hindered from coming. The form of this Greek verb indicates an 
ongoing problem, and that something external created the hindrance. Paul 
was providentially being prevented by God from going to Rome (cf. Acts 16:7).
15:23–24 Careful and sensible planning does not demonstrate a lack of trust 
in God’s providence. But plans must always be subject to the Lord’s control 
and alteration—just as Paul’s were (cf. Prov. 16:9).
15:23 no longer have any room. Paul believed he had covered the region 

with the gospel sufficiently and could move on to other areas. I have longed 
. . . to come to you. See notes on 1:10–13.

15:24 Spain. The city and region referred to in the OT as Tarshish (1 Kings 
10:22; Jonah 1:3), located on the far western end of the European continent. 
It had become a major center of commerce and culture, made accessible by 
the vast network of Roman roads. Its most famous ancient son was Seneca, 
the philosopher and statesman who tutored Nero and served as prime min-
ister of the Empire. helped on my journey there by you. Paul hoped the 
church at Rome would supply him with an escort and supplies to make the 
journey to Spain.

15:25 bringing aid. See note on Acts 6:2.

15:26 Macedonia and Achaia. See notes on Acts 16:9; 1 Thess. 1:7. Paul 
ministered in these regions during his first and second missionary journeys. 
contribution. The Greek word carries the basic idea of sharing and is usually 
translated “fellowship” or “communion.” The context indicates that here it is 
the sharing of a financial gift to help support the poor in Jerusalem (1 Cor. 
16:1; 2 Cor. 8:2–4; Gal. 2:9–10).

15:27 their spiritual blessings. The “blessings” were gospel truths first 
preached to the Gentile believers by the Jewish apostles, prophets, teachers, 
and evangelists.

15:28 what has been collected. The financial gift for the Jerusalem church; 
the fruit of their genuine love and gratitude. Spain. See note on 15:24.

15:30 the love of the Spirit. This phrase occurs only here in Scripture and 
refers to Paul’s love for the Holy Spirit, not the Spirit’s love for him (cf. Ps. 
143:10).

15:30–31 prayers . . . that I may be delivered. Many Jews in Judea rejected 
the gospel and were prepared to attack Paul when he returned. Aware of the 
trouble that awaited him (Acts 20:22–24), he wanted the Roman Christians 
to pray for his deliverance only so he could complete the ministry the Lord 
had given him. Their prayers were answered in that he met with success in 
Jerusalem (Acts 21:17, 19, 20) and was delivered from death, but not impris-
onment (Acts 21:10–11; 23:11).

God 16 to be p a minister of Christ Jesus to the 
Gentiles q in the priestly service of the gospel 
of God, so that r the offering of the Gentiles 
may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy 
Spirit. 17 In Christ Jesus, then, I have s reason 
to be proud of t my work for God. 18 For I 
will not venture to speak of anything except 
u

 what Christ has accomplished through me 
v

 to bring the Gentiles to obedience—by 
word and deed, 19 

w
 by the power of signs 

and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of 
God—so that x from Jerusalem and all the 
way around y to Illyricum I have fulfilled the 
ministry of the gospel of Christ; 20 and thus 
I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, 
not where Christ has already been named, 
z

 lest I build on someone else’s foundation, 
21 but as it is written,

	 a
 “	Those who have never been told of him 

will see,
		 and those who have never heard will 

understand.”

Paul ’s Plan to Visit Rome
22 This is the reason why b I have so often 

been hindered from coming to you. 23 But 
now, since I no longer have any room for 
work in these regions, and c since I have 
longed for many years to come to you, 24 I 
hope to see you in passing as I go d to Spain, 
and e to be helped on my journey there by 
you, once I have enjoyed your company for 
a while. 25 At present, however, f I am going 
to Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints. 26 For 
g

 Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to 
make some contribution for the poor among 
the saints at Jerusalem. 27 For they were pleased 
to do it, and indeed h they owe it to them. For 
if the Gentiles have come to share in their 
spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of 
service to them in material blessings. 28 When 
therefore I have completed this and have 
delivered to them what has been collected,1 
I will leave i for Spain by way of you. 29 I know 
that when I come to you I will come in the 
fullness of the blessing2 of Christ.

16p  See ch. 11:13 q  [Mal. 
1:11] r  Isa. 66:20; [Phil. 2:17]
17s  Phil. 3:3 t  Heb. 2:17; 5:1
18u  Acts 15:12; 21:19; Gal. 

2:8 v  See ch. 1:5
19w  2 Cor. 12:12; [Acts 19:11] 
x  Acts 22:17-21 y  [Acts 20:1, 2]
20z  [2 Cor. 10:13, 15, 16]
21a  Cited from Isa. 52:15

22b  ch. 1:13; [1 Thess. 2:18]
23c  ver. 29, 32; ch. 1:10, 11; 

Acts 19:21
24d  ver. 28 e  See Acts 15:3
25f  Acts 19:21; 20:22; 21:15; 

24:17; [ver. 31]
26g  1 Cor. 16:1-4; 2 Cor. 8:1; 

9:2, 13
27h  1 Cor. 9:11; [Gal. 6:6]
28i  ver. 24

1 Greek sealed to them this fruit 2 Some manuscripts insert of the gospel 

45.Romans.indd   1646 12/3/09   11:20 AM



1647 Romans 16:15

15:31 may be acceptable. Paul wanted the Jewish Christians in Jerusalem to 
receive the financial gift from the Gentiles with loving gratitude, recognizing it 
as a gesture of brotherly love and kindness.

15:32 God’s will. See note on 1:10. be refreshed in your company. Paul 
eventually found the joy and rest he was looking for (Acts 28:15).
15:33 the God of peace. Just as he is the God of hope (see note on v. 13), 
God is also the source of true peace (cf. Eph. 2:11–14; Phil. 4:7).
16:1–27 This chapter, which has almost no explicit teaching and contains 
several lists of mostly unknown people, is the most extensive and intimate 
expression of Paul’s love and affection for other believers and co-workers found 
anywhere in his NT letters. It also provides insights into the lives of ordinary 
first-century Christians and gives an inside look at the nature and character 
of the early church.

16:1 Phoebe. Means “bright and radiant,” which aptly fits Paul’s brief descrip-
tion of her personality and Christian character. servant. The term from which 
we get “deacon” and “deaconess” (see notes on 1 Tim. 3:10, 11, 13). In the 
early church, women servants cared for sick believers, the poor, strangers, 
and those in prison. They instructed the women and children (cf. Titus 2:3–5). 
Whether Phoebe had an official title or not, she had the great responsibility 
of delivering this letter to the Roman church. When they had served faithfully 
and become widowed and destitute, such women were to be cared for by 
the church (see notes on 1 Tim. 5:3–16). Cenchreae. A neighboring port city 
of Corinth, where Paul wrote Romans. The church in Cenchreae was probably 
planted by the Corinthian church.

16:3 Prisca and Aquila. See notes on Acts 18:1–3.

16:4 who risked their necks for my life. Probably at Corinth or Ephesus, 
but the details are not known.

16:5 Epaenetus. Probably saved through Paul’s preaching and lovingly dis-
cipled by the apostle. first convert. See note on 1:13. He was the first convert 
in Asia Minor (modern Turkey).

16:6 Mary, who has worked hard for you. “Worked hard” connotes hard 
labor to the point of exhaustion. The context suggests she might have minis-
tered in the church at Rome since its founding and been mentioned to Paul by 
others (possibly Prisca and Aquila). But nothing more is known of her.

16:7 Andronicus and Junia. Perhaps a married couple, since “Junia” can 

be a woman’s name. fellow prisoners. Probably a reference to their actually 
sharing the same cell or adjacent cells at some point. well known to the 
apostles. Their ministry with Paul, and perhaps with Peter and some of the 
other apostles in Jerusalem before Paul was converted, was well known and 
appreciated by the apostles.

16:8 Ampliatus. A common name among the emperor’s household slaves at 
that time; he may have been one of those in “Caesar’s household” (Phil. 4:22).
16:9 Stachys. An uncommon Greek name meaning “ear of corn.” He was 
obviously close to Paul, but the details are unknown.
16:10 Aristobulus. Since Paul does not greet him personally, he was probably 
not a believer, although some relatives and household servants apparently 
were. One noted biblical scholar believes that he was the brother of Herod 
Agrippa I and the grandson of Herod the Great.

16:11 Herodion. Related to the Herod family, and so perhaps associated with 
the household of Aristobulus. my kinsman. He may have been one of Paul’s 
Jewish relatives. Narcissus. See note on 16:10. Some scholars believe that this 
was the Emperor Claudius’s secretary. If so, two households within the palace 
had Christians in them (cf. Phil. 4:22).
16:12 Tryphaena and Tryphosa. Possibly twin sisters, whose names mean 
“delicate” and “dainty.” Persis. Named after her native Persia; since her work 
is spoken of in the past tense, she was probably older than the other two 
women in this verse.

16:13 Rufus. Biblical scholars generally agree that he was one of the sons 
of Simon of Cyrene, the man enlisted to carry Jesus’ cross (cf. Mark 15:21) 
and was likely saved through that contact with Christ. Mark wrote his gospel 
in Rome, possibly after the letter to Rome was written and circulated. Paul 
would not have mentioned Rufus if that name were not well known to the 
church in Rome. chosen in the Lord. Elected to salvation. This indicates he 
was widely known as an extraordinary believer because of his great love and 
service. his mother . . . to me as well. Rufus was not Paul’s natural brother. 
Rather, Rufus’s mother, the wife of Simon of Cyrene, at some time had cared 
for Paul during his ministry travels.

16:14–15 “Brothers” in this context probably refers to both men and women, 
which indicates that these names represent the outstanding leaders of two of 
the assemblies in Rome.

30 I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord 
Jesus Christ and by j the love of the Spirit, 
k

 to strive together with me in your prayers 
to God on my behalf, 31 

l
 that I may be deliv-

ered from the unbelievers in Judea, and that 
m

 my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable 
to the saints, 32 so that by God’s will I may 
come to you with joy and n be refreshed in 
your company. 33 May o the God of peace be 
with you all. Amen.

Personal Greetings

16 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a 
servant1 of the church at p Cenchreae, 

2 that you q may welcome her in the Lord in 
a way worthy of the saints, and help her in 
whatever she may need from you, for she has 
been a patron of many and of myself as well.

3 Greet r Prisca and Aquila, my fellow work-
ers in Christ Jesus, 4 who risked their necks 
for my life, to whom not only I give thanks 
but all the churches of the Gentiles give 

thanks as well. 5 Greet also s the church in 
their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, 
who was t the first convert2 to Christ in 
Asia. 6 Greet Mary, who has worked hard 
for you. 7 Greet Andronicus and Junia,3 my 
kinsmen and my u fellow prisoners. They are 
well known to the apostles,4 and they were 
in Christ before me. 8 Greet Ampliatus, my 
beloved in the Lord. 9 Greet Urbanus, our fel-
low worker in Christ, and my beloved Stachys. 
10 Greet Apelles, who is approved in Christ. 
Greet those v who belong to the family of 
Aristobulus. 11 Greet my kinsman Herodion. 
Greet those in the Lord who belong to the 
family of Narcissus. 12 Greet those workers in 
the Lord, Tryphaena and Tryphosa. Greet the 
beloved Persis, who has worked hard in the 
Lord. 13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; also 
his mother, who has been a mother to me 
as well. 14 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, 
Patrobas, Hermas, and the brothers5 who are 
with them. 15 Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus 

30j  [Phil. 2:1; Col. 1:8] k  Col. 
4:12; [2 Cor. 1:11; Col. 2:1, 2; 
Heb. 13:18]
31l  2 Thess. 3:2; [2 Tim. 3:11; 

4:17] m  2 Cor. 8:4
32n  [1 Cor. 16:18; 2 Cor. 7:13; 

Philem. 7, 20]
33o  ch. 16:20; 2 Cor. 13:11; 

Phil. 4:9; 1 Thess. 5:23; Heb. 
13:20; [1 Cor. 14:33; 2 Thess. 
3:16]

Chapter 16
1p  Acts 18:18
2q  Phil. 2:29
3r  See Acts 18:2

5s  1 Cor. 16:19; [Col. 4:15; 
Philem. 2] t  [1 Cor. 16:15]
7u  Col. 4:10; Philem. 23
10v  1 Cor. 1:11

1 Or deaconess 2 Greek firstfruit 3 Or Junias 4 Or messengers 5 Or brothers and sisters; also verse 17 
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16:16 holy kiss. Kissing of friends on the forehead, cheek, or beard was com-
mon in the OT. The Jews in the NT church carried on the practice, and it became 
especially precious to new believers, who were often outcasts from their own 
families because of their faith, because of the spiritual kinship it signified.
16:17–20 Paul considered it necessary to insert into his greetings of love this 
caution against harmful teachings and practices that undermine the truth of 
Christianity and are its greatest threat. Genuine love will be ready to forgive 
evil, but it will not condone or ignore it. Those such as Paul, who truly love 
other believers who are dear to them, will warn them about sin and harm 
(cf. 1 Cor. 13:6).
16:17 divisions and create obstacles. Doctrinal falsehood and unrighteous 
practices (cf. Matt. 24:24; Acts 20:27–32; Gal. 1:6–8; Eph. 4:14).
16:18 appetites. Driven by self-interest and self-gratification, often seen in 
their pretentious, extravagant, and immoral lifestyles (cf. Phil. 3:18–19; 2 Tim. 
3:7–8; 2 Pet. 1:20–2:3, 10–19; Jude 12–13). naive. The simple person (cf. 
2 Cor. 11:13–15).
16:19 known to all. See note on 1:8.
16:20 God of peace. See 15:33 and Heb. 13:20. will . . . crush Satan. See 
note on Gen. 3:15. soon. “Speedily, quickly” (Acts 12:7; 22:18; cf. Rev. 22:7, 
12, 20). grace of our Lord Jesus. See note on Rom. 1:7.
16:21 Lucius. Either 1) a native of Cyrene, one of the prophets and teachers in 
Antioch who participated in Paul and Barnabas’s commissioning (Acts 13:1–3), 
or 2) another form of “Luke,” the author of the gospel of Luke and the book 
of Acts. Jason. One of the first converts in Thessalonica, who evidently let Paul 
stay in his home for a short time before Paul and Silas were sent to Berea (see 
notes on Acts 17:5–10). Sosipater. A longer form of “Sopater” (Acts 20:4–6), 
a Berean (cf. Acts 17:10–12) who joined other believers in meeting Paul at 
Troas after the apostle left Ephesus. my kinsmen. See note on Rom. 16:11.

16:22 Tertius. Paul’s secretary, who wrote this letter as Paul dictated it, inserts 
a personal greeting.
16:23 Gaius. One of Paul’s converts at Corinth (cf. 1 Cor. 1:14). His full name 
was most likely “Titius Justus” (Acts 18:7). the whole church. The congrega-
tion that met in Gaius’s house. Erastus. A common name in NT times, but 
probably not the same man referred to in Acts 19:22 or 2 Tim. 4:20. treasurer. 
In Corinth. This was a prominent position with political clout. Quartus. May 
have been a physical brother of Erastus, but more likely just the final brother 
in Christ listed here.
16:24 This verse is not found in the earliest Greek manuscripts of Romans, which 
is understandable in view of the longer, more explicit benediction that follows.
16:25–27 The letter concludes with a beautiful doxology that praises God for 
his work through Jesus Christ and thereby summarizes the major themes in 
Romans (see notes on 11:33–36; cf. Matt. 6:13; Luke 19:37–38; Eph. 3:20–21; 
Heb. 13:20–21; Rev. 5:9–10).
16:25 my gospel. See notes on 1:1 and 2:16; cf. Gal. 1:11 and 2:2. preaching 
of Jesus Christ. Synonymous with the gospel, it was Paul’s supreme life com-
mitment (see notes on Rom. 10:14, 15, 17; cf. 1 Cor. 1:23–24; 2 Cor. 4:5–6). 
the mystery. See note on Rom. 11:25. In the NT, this word does not have its 
modern connotation. Instead, it refers to something hidden in former times but 
now made known (1 Cor. 4:1; Eph. 5:32; 6:19; Col. 1:25–26; 2 Thess. 2:7–8; 
1 Tim. 3:9, 16). The NT’s most common mystery is that God would provide 
salvation for Gentiles as well as Jews (Eph. 3:3–9).
16:26 prophectic writings . . . made known. God had told Israel that he 
would not only call her to righteousness, but appoint her as a light (of the 
gospel) to the nations (see notes on Isa. 42:6; 49:6; 1 Pet. 1:10–11; cf. Gen. 
12:3; Ex. 19:6; Isa. 49:22; 53:11; 60:3–5; Jer. 31:31, 33).
16:27 God be glory. It was through the Father that the gospel was ultimately 
revealed, therefore he deserves all the credit, praise, and worship.

and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints 
who are with them. 16 

w
 Greet one another 

with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ 
greet you.

Final Instructions and Greetings
17 I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for 

those who cause divisions and create obstacles 
x

 contrary to the doctrine that you have been 
taught; y avoid them. 18 For such persons do 
not serve our Lord Christ, but z their own 
appetites,1 and a by smooth talk and flattery 
they deceive the hearts of the naive. 19 For 
b

 your obedience is known to all, so that I 
rejoice over you, but I want you c to be wise 
as to what is good and innocent as to what 
is evil. 20 

d
 The God of peace e will soon crush 

Satan under your feet. f The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you.

21 
g

 Timothy, my fellow worker, greets you; 
so do Lucius and Jason and Sosipater, my 
kinsmen.

22 I Tertius, h who wrote this letter, greet you 
in the Lord.

23 
i
 Gaius, who is host to me and to the 

whole church, greets you. Erastus, the city 
treasurer, and our brother Quartus, greet you.2

Doxology
25 
j
 Now to him who is able to strengthen you 

k
 according to my gospel and the preaching of 

Jesus Christ, l according to the revelation of the 
mystery m that was kept secret for n long ages 
26 but o has now been disclosed and through 
the prophetic writings has been made known 
to all nations, according to the command of 
the eternal God, p to bring about the obedience 
of faith— 27 to q the only wise God r be glory 
forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.

16w  1 Cor. 16:20; 2 Cor. 13:12; 
1 Thess. 5:26; [1 Pet. 5:14]
17x  1 Tim. 1:3; 6:3 y  See 

2 John 10
18z  Phil. 3:19; [2 Tim. 3:4; Titus 

1:12] a  Col. 2:4; 2 Pet. 2:3
19b  ch. 1:8 c  [Jer. 4:22]; See 

Matt. 10:16
20d  See ch. 15:33 e  Gen. 3:15; 

[Luke 10:17-19; Rev. 12:11] 
f  1 Cor. 16:23

21g  See Acts 16:1
22h  See 1 Cor. 16:21
23i  1 Cor. 1:14; [Acts 19:29; 

20:4; 3 John 1]
25j  Eph. 3:20; Jude 24 k  See 

ch. 2:16 l  1 Cor. 2:1; 4:1; Eph. 
1:9; 3:3-5; 5:32; 6:19 
m  [1 Cor. 2:7] n  2 Tim. 1:9; 
Titus 1:2
26o  Col. 1:26; 2 Tim. 1:10; Titus 

1:3 p  [Col. 1:6]; See ch. 1:5
27q  1 Tim. 1:17; 6:16 r  See ch. 

11:36

1 Greek their own belly 2 Some manuscripts insert verse 24: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
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